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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 0/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Applicant argues on page 6; paragraph 1 that Gallacher fails to teach that the 
spacer grids are secured to the guide tubes, as recited in Claim 1 . Applicant submits a 
number of definitions for the term "secure" and asserts that "secured" means "fastened" 
or "firmly fixed". Applicant argues that Gallacher fails to teach the disputed limitation 
because sliding is permitted between the fuel rods and the spacer grids. Gallacher 
discloses "springs incorporated in the spacer grids are most frequently used to permit 
some sliding of the fuel rods with respect to the spacer grids. In some designs, the 
spacer grid is free to move axially a small amount to accommodate minor changes in 
the axial length of the fuel rods during irradiation" (column 1, lines 46-53). 

Examiner notes that while term "secured" is defined as "to fasten", the term 
"fasten" is defined as "to join" or "to connect". It is clear that the fuel rod is connected / 
joined to the spacer grid even though a limited amount of sliding between them is 
permitted. In fact, the spacer grid and fuel rods in the fuel assembly cannot be 
disconnected from each other by said limited sliding alone. Disassembly of the fuel 
assembly would be necessary to separate the fuel rods from the spacer grid. 

Objects may be secured to each other although a small, limited amount of 
movement between them is permitted. 
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3. In view of the above, the finality of the previous office action is maintained. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erin M. Boyd whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5378. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00-6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on (571 ) 272-6878. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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